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TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — The University of Alabama's Men's Basketball team's electrifying journey to the Final Four in the 2024 March Madness Tournament captivated college basketball fans nationwide and inflamed a sense of pride and unity in the city of Tuscaloosa.
Led by fifth year head coach Nate Oats, the Crimson Tide enjoyed a historic postseason run defying expectations and leaving a lasting imprint on the college basketball world. Star senior guard Mark Sears powered the tides high scoring playstyle with a 21.5 point per game average.
“We’re on the rise you know. We’re on the rise as a basketball school too, and that’s what I want to leave,” Sears told media before the season ending 72-86 loss to the University of Connecticut. 
It was Alabama's upset victory in the Sweet 16 against No.1 seed University of North Carolina that caught the attention of the nation. As the Tide faced off against a perennial powerhouse, 7.8 million viewers tuned in to watch the 89-87 Crimson Tide win.
With an Elite Eight win over No. 6 Clemson, Alabama advanced to the Final Four for the first time in program history. Tuscaloosa erupted in a wave of excitement with passionate fans flooding the University strip in celebration. The entire community rallied behind their beloved team, igniting a camaraderie that only sports can originate.
The impact of Alabama's historic Final Four run extended far beyond the basketball court. With each thrilling victory, local businesses experienced a surge in activity, as fans flocked to bars, restaurants, and memorabilia shops to commemorate and support the team. The influx of visitors and heightened media attention brought a newfound energy to the city, showcasing Tuscaloosa as a pulsating community on a national stage.
In the aftermath of March Madness, the men’s basketball program continues to bask in the glow of their team’s 2023-2024 season accomplishments. Cherishing the memories and potentially boosting recruitment for future seasons. Tide fans can expect Nate Oaks’ coaching for years to come as he has recently written to the media “I am fully committed to this team and to this University,” amidst rumors of a move to the University of Kentucky.
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